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Future Moments 
 
   Asked to write a newsletter article 

for November and December in the 

middle of October got me to thinking. 

We will be in Missouri for Halloween 

with our two youngest grandchildren 

dressed as who knows what. Consid-

ering the two are four and two it will 

probably involve a superhero and a 

princess. On the way there we will 

spend two days in Louisville to catch-

up with Nancy’s friends and relatives. 

   November will likely involve trips 

to Lynchburg for the other five grand-

children, be it school events, ball-

games or parties. Then we will have 

to figure out who hosts Thanksgiving. 

Regardless of where we eat, I’m pret-

ty sure I know who will be responsi-

ble for the turkey and fixins’. But she 

doesn’t mind. So let’s move forward 

to December. 

   Our house will be decorated imme-

diately. I honestly believe that half of 

our basement storage has to be sea-

sonal paraphernalia. This December 

will be different than last. In 2017 we 

were in Nova Scotia (think snow and 

cold) and we hosted our Missouri 

family for almost a month in a small 

apartment. They would have departed 

five days earlier, were it not for a 

“Nor'easter.” This year they will be in 

Salem where we have more room and 

hopefully milder weather. We will be 

hosting two small dogs from Lynch-

burg as one family travels to Nebras-

ka for the holidays. So there you have 

it, a brief summary of our future days. 

   Did you ever consider that scripture 

offers us but a few glimpses of our 

future realm? Paul said we see 

through a “glass darkly.” One popular 

Christian song says that “we can only 

imagine.” Jesus said something about 

His Father’s house with interior spac-

es the size of mansions. John’s vision 

included streets of gold and light that 

reflects Christ’s glory. Then there is 

the gathering round the Throne of 

God and singing praises, lots of prais-

es. 

   As one person commented, “I may 

not know the future, but I know who 

holds the future.” That’s one thing 

hopefully we are learning from our 

series about Abraham, Moses and 

Joshua. They may not have been sure 

where tomorrow would lead, but they 

came to trust the One who was lead-

ing the way. 

   It all began in Bethlehem when 

God’s Son came to visit. Humble be-

ginnings, but surrounded with love, 

hope, joy, peace and assurances.  

   Our church will be decorated for the 

holidays. We will sing bunches of 

Christmas songs. Nick will crank up 

the magnificent organ. We will share 

“People, Praise and Pie,” plus other 

moments around the table. All of 

which, in summary, is something to 

look forward to… God is good. 

                                         Dr. Harvey 

 
 
 
 
A Thanksgiving Prayer 

  "Dear God, Thank you for 
your amazing power and work 
in our lives, thank you for 
your goodness and for your 

blessings over us. Thank you 
for your great love and care. 

Thank you for your sacrifice 
so that we might have freedom 
and life. Forgive us for when 
we don't thank you enough, 

for who you are, for all that 
you do, for all that you've 
given. Help us to set our 

eyes and our hearts on you 
afresh. Renew our spirits, 
fill us with your peace and 
joy. We love you and we need 
you, this day and every day. 

We give you praise and 
thanks, for You alone are 
worthy! In Jesus' Name, 

Amen." 

Friday, December 21, 2018 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Richard & Tondalaya VanLear’s Home 

1st & 3rd Tuesday of each month – 6:30 pm 

 

Gina Dobbs & Drema Tyree – Drema’s Home 

1st & 3rd Wednesday of each month – 12:00 pm 

 

Dr. Harvey – CFBC 

2nd & 4th Wednesday of each month – 12:00 pm 

(Bring snack/sandwich for lunch and your Bible) 

 

 
Luke 2:11-14: 11 For unto you is born this day a Saviour, which is Christ 
the Lord. 12 And this shall be a sign unto you; Ye shall find the babe 
wrapped in swaddling clothes, lying in a manger. 13 Suddenly there was 
with the angel a multitude of the heavenly host praising God, and saying, 
14 Glory to God in the highest, and on earth peace, good will toward men. 
 

The Primetimers will have a covered dish 
luncheon on Monday, December 3rd at 
noon. We hope you will encourage others 
to attend. The host committee will pro-
vide bread and beverage. REMEMBER we 
do not meet if school is delayed or can-
celed because of weather. Contact Lucille 
Huntington if you have any questions. 

Sunday, November 4, 2018 



 

Clifton Forge Community Choir:  

Good News from Home 
 

Sunday, December 23rd, 2018  
 Time: 3:00 pm 

 

“Good News From Home”, Christmas Cantata 
Sunday, December 23rd, 3:00 pm 

Place: John E. Hillert Auditorium 
 

 

    There will be no admission fee, but a 

free-will offering will be received to 
support our local Food Pantry.  
 

    We are so excited to announce the 
formation of a community choir from local 

church choirs in the Clifton Forge area, 
local leaders have recruited more than 40 

members of the community to participate in 
this special community event. 
 

    At Christmastime, hearts and minds long 

for home. Some journey home to gather with 
friends and family. Some reflect on the 
memories of years gone by and joyfully 

await the birth of Christ. READY TO SING: 
GOOD NEWS FROM HOME, by Russell Mauldin and 
Sue C. Smith, combines festive original 

songs and beloved Christmas carols to 

provide a down-home family Christmas 
celebration for the whole church family.  
 

 

 

 

 

People, Praise & Pie 

   Let’s come together on Sunday, November 18th at 5:00 

pm for a time of fellowship and to give thanks to God for 

His many blessings 

    This is always such a wonderful evening. Spending time 

together eating wonderful desserts, sharing blessings we 

are thankful for, listening to Christmas music, and 

decorating the church for the Advent season. Come and 

join us and bring family and friends. Bring your favorite 

dessert to share with others. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

    
Michele Clifford Wright has been named the Alleghany 

Highlands Christmas Mother for 2018. 
 

The theme for Mrs. Wright’s Christmas Mother 
campaign is, “Love Extravagantly.” The Sacred Heart 

Catholic Church Parish Hall, located on 214 West Locust 
Street in Covington, will once again be home to 

the  Christmas  Mother Shop. 
 

First Presbyterian Church, located on 185 N. Maple 
Avenue, will be host to the food storage portion of the 

program. 
 

    Applications will be accepted in Clifton Forge Monday, 
Nov. 12, from 11 a.m. to 5 p.m. at Central United 

Methodist Church, 414 Main Street, and in Covington 
from Tuesday, Nov. 13, through Thursday, Nov. 15, from 

9 a.m. to 5 p.m. at Sacred Heart Parish Hall, 214 W. 
Locust Street. 

 

    Donations will be accepted at 
the Christmas Mother Shop Monday, Nov. 26, through 

Friday, Dec. 13, from 9 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. 
 

    Please have all donations in by Friday, Dec. 7, to allow 
time for the items to be sorted and assigned.  

  
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Church Office Schedule for the Holidays 
 
 

11/22 & 11/23 - Closed 
 

12/24 - Closing at noon 
12/25 & 12/26 - Closed 

Reminder: If you are filling a container for Op-

eration Christmas Child remember to have it 

turned in to the church office by Sunday, No-

vember 11th. Thank you to all who participated in 

this wonderful outreach. 

 

     The Pastor Search Committee has 
been meeting for several months, 
trying to seek the Lord's direction for 
our church.  One of our avenues has 
been to register with Minister Match, 
an entity of the VGAB to help church-
es and candidates to come together 
to seek common ground.  We have 
received no feedback from this ser-
vice.  In addition to this, we have 
consulted with Skip Wallace from the 
VGAB to help us seek answers.  We 
have been praying for direction, as 
you all have been doing. 
 

     In our quarterly business meeting 
on October 21, 2018, we presented 
options that we have been consider-
ing to the church body.  We see our 
options as follows: 
 

 We can continue on our current 
path, which we view as dwindling 
to the time when we will be 
forced to close our doors. 

 We could decide to dissolve as 
CFBC and place the congregation 
and building in the hands of a 
new church plant. 

 We could share the building with 
another church in need, consider-
ing merger with that church. 

 We could welcome a new church 
plant and merge with that 
church. 

 We could work toward a 
“replant” from within and re-
establish CFBC as a growing con-
gregation under the leadership of 
a “Replanting Pastor.” 

 

     The search committee, after much 
prayer, research, questions and dis-
cussion is focusing on the last option.  
We are trusting God to guide us in 
this process with the help of leader-
ship from the BGAV as we pursue the 
calling of a Replanting Pastor to min-
ister to our congregation and the 

community. 
 

     On Sunday, November 11, 2018,  
Mike Pumphrey, Director of the V3 
Movement in Virginia, will be our 
guest speaker for the Morning Wor-
ship Service. He will be here to help 
us to better understand what this 
process will look like.  We ask that 
each of our members study these 
options and pray over them.  We will 
have a “Town Hall” meeting following 
the fellowship meal after the service 
on the 11th.  We will have the oppor-
tunity to ask questions of Mike re-
garding this venture in ministry.  We 
anticipate that this meeting will start 
around 1PM.  The length of the 
meeting will probably be 30-45 
minutes, depending upon your in-
volvement. 
 

     Our hope is to see a revival of 
CFBC's ministry with ourselves and to 
our community as we follow God's 
leading to be a vibrant testimony of 
Christ's grace and mercy. 
 

     Please make every effort to come 
and be a part of this discussion. 
 
 

Communion 
   At the Deacon’s meeting it was dis-
cussed that they and the Pastor are 
available to take communion to any-
one unable to come to church. If you 
know of a member who would desire 
to be served the Lord’s Supper at 
their home or a care facility, please 
contact the church office and we will 
arrange for this meaningful ob-
servance.  

 
 
Please Note: The 

Marion Fields Circle 

will not be meeting 

for the next couple 

of months. Watch your Sunday bul-

letins for a startup date for this 

group.   

John 1:1-14: In the beginning the 

Word already existed.  The Word was 

with God, and the Word was God. 
2He existed in the beginning with 

God. 3God created everything 

through him,  and nothing was creat-

ed except through him. 4The Word 

gave life to everything that was cre-

ated,  and his life brought light to 

everyone. 5The light shines in the 

darkness,   and the darkness can nev-

er extinguish it. 
6God sent a man, John the Baptist, 
7to tell about the light so that every-

one might believe because of his tes-

timony. 8John himself was not the 

light; he was simply a witness to tell 

about the light. 
9The one who is the true light, who 

gives light to everyone, was coming 

into the world. 10He came into the 

very world he created, but the world 

didn't recognize him. 11He came to 

his own people, and even they reject-

ed him. 12But to all who believed him 

and accepted him, he gave the right 

to become children of God. 13They 

are reborn—not with a physical birth 

resulting from human passion or 

plan, but a birth that comes from 

God. 14So the Word became human 

and made his home among us. He 

was full of unfailing love and faithful-

ness. And we have seen his glory, the 

glory of the Father's one and only 

Son.  

https://facebook.com/events/2365060330387899
https://facebook.com/events/2365060330387899


 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

Giving Christmas Cards 
A Fundraiser sponsored by the CFBC Youth Group 

Each year the Youth raise money through the Christ-

mas Card Project. This money will go in the Youth 

fund and be available for Youth events and other 

needs they may have. Here’s how it works: After 

purchasing your Christmas cards, place the names of 

the persons you are sending cards to on the enve-

lopes. Remember – cards will not be mailed – no 

stamps or addresses needed. Place your cards in a 

bag with your name clearly printed on it – this will 

serve as your mailbag. Bring your mailbag to church 

and place it in the box in the back of the Sanctuary. 

Cards must be in no later than Sunday, December 

9th. Please remember to place in your bag a dona-

tion to the youth in an envelope with note on check 

memo - Youth Fund. The youth will separate cards 

and have them ready for pick-up in King Memorial 

on Sunday, December 16th. Thank you for supporting 

the youth at CFBC! (A list of names will be on the 

table in the back of the Sanctuary starting on Sun-

day, November 4th to help with addressing your 

cards. If there is a name missing from the list please 

contact the church office. The cards to the shut-ins 

will be delivered to them by volunteers.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Christmas Food Bags 

   This wonderful ministry to the community is successful 
each year because of you, the church family. Thank you to 
all who gives through monetary and food donations. 
Thank you to those who will come and fill the food bags 
and deliver to those who can not pick theirs up. Please 
pray for this ministry and for the families that are touched 
by this outreach. May God be glorified. 
   You may start bringing your non-perishable foods on 
Sunday, November 18th to the King Memorial. We will 
collect donations through Sunday, December 16th. Date 
to fill bags and deliver will be Wednesday, December 19th 
starting at 9:00 am. Be watching your Sunday bulletin for 
the date to bring perishable foods and pound cakes! 
Thank you for your support in this season of giving. 

 

"Fields of Faith" 
Alleghany High School 

 

Mark your calendars for Saturday, November 3rd at 6PM. 
 

   Come enjoy food and refreshments served in the cafete-
ria. At around 7PM we will move to the auditorium and 
begin our evening service. We have a great lineup of testi-
monies, guest speaker Joey Petty, and full band praise and 
worship led by Caleb Carpenter. There will also be a time 
of testimony where students will have the opportunity to 
share about what God's been doing in their life and their 
walk. 
   This event is open to the public and all are welcome. Our 
hope is to not only highlight how God is working in the 
hearts of our young people, but to create an opportunity for 
him to move in the greater community of the Alleghany 
Highlands. 

November 11th 
& 

December 9th 

 
Following the  

Morning Worship Service 
 

(Bring your favorite dish to 
share -   meat, vegetable, salad 

or dessert.) 

 
 
   We are so pleased to have Nike 
Leitch here with us at Clifton Forge 
Baptist Church once a month during 
the Morning Worship Service to play 
the organ. Nike played for us on Sun-
day, October the 14th and it was 

beautiful. He will be returning on Sunday, November 11th 
for the morning service and we look forward to having 
him here with us.  
 

Getting to know Nike Leitch: 
Nick Leitch is a Roanoke attorney.  Nick completed his un-
dergraduate education at Washington & Lee University, 
where he studied voice with Gordon Spice.  He has per-
formed with Opera Roanoke as Dr. Caius in its produc-
tions of “Falstaff” and as Roderigo in its concert perfor-
mance of “Otello.”  Nick also has performed as a soloist 
with the Roanoke Symphony in its recent performance of 
Fauré’s Requiem, as well as prior performances with the 
RSO of Handel’s “Messiah” and Bach’s Magnificat, among 
other works.  Nick also has sung with the Tallis Scholars in 
a performance of “Spem in Alium” in Manchester, Eng-
land.  Nick lives in Roanoke with his wife, Cathy, and their 
Newfoundland puppies, Honey and Bear. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
   Come join us on Monday, December 24, 2018 at 5:00 
pm as we celebrate the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ in 
this year’s Christmas Eve Candlelight Service. All are wel-
come! 
 
 

Wednesday Evening Prayer Meeting 
   Why attend a prayer meeting? A Prayer Meeting is a 
time of real value as believers seek a deep intimacy and 
quiet communion with God. It is a time of unity with fel-
low believers. It is a time to care for those around us as 
we share their burdens. It is a time to pray for the com-
munity and the world around us. It is a time to pray for 
our church. But most important, it is a time when God 
manifests His never-ending love and desire to communi-
cate with those who love Him.  
   Come join us each Wednesday evening at 6:30 pm in 
King Memorial. 

Old Fashioned Beef Stew 
Make on a cold winter day! 

 
 

4 tablespoons vegetable oil 

1/2 cup all-purpose flour 

1 tablespoon garlic powder 

1 teaspoon salt 

1 teaspoon black pepper 

2 pounds beef chuck, cubed 

12 small boiling onions 

6 large potatoes, peeled and diced 

6 carrots, sliced 

3 stalks celery, sliced 

3 (10.5 ounce) cans beef broth 

3 tablespoons all-purpose flour 

1 tablespoon cold water 
 

Directions 

1. In a large pot heat oil over medium high heat. In a 

re-sealable plastic bag mix together the flour, gar-

lic powder, salt and pepper. Add a small handful of 

meat at a time and shake until well coated; brown 

in hot oil, about 1 minute per side. Remove the 

browned meat and continue until all the meat is 

browned. 

2. Lower heat to medium and add onions. Brown on-

ions on both sides, about 3 minutes per side, then 

remove from pot and set aside. Drain excess fat 

from pot. 

3. To pot add potatoes, carrots, celery, reserved on-

ions, browned meat and broth. Stir all together and 

bring to a boil. Reduce heat to low, cover and sim-

mer for 2 hours, stirring occasionally. 
 

For a thicker broth: 1/2 hour before stew is done, 
combine 3 tablespoons flour and water in a small 
bowl and mix well, then slowly stir mixture into stew. 
 

Nutrition Facts 
Per Serving: 348 calories; 19.6 g fat; 25.7 g carbohy-
drates; 16.9 g protein; 54 mg cholesterol; 520 mg so-
dium. 


